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To Our Friends:

Join Us at First United Methodist Church!

] ) Sunday Worship Service at 8:00 a.m.
First United

Methodist Church

Childcare is available. Children are also welcome to attend the service.
We love kids at FUMC

Gillette, WY 82718 First United Methodist Church is building a Christian community

where foll owers of Jesus advance

Phone: We do this by reaching up to God, across to our neighbor, and out to the world.

(307) 686-7339

Email: __Off_ice Hours
' Mondayi Friday 9:00an2:00pm
and by appointment
We b | _Pgstor_: Rev. I_3urry Bes;ee
Administrative AssistantRosie Lopez
Lay Leader: Rose Rennell
Custodian: Mike Urlaub
Nursery: Meghan Davies
& Sonia Bekberg

Wedre on th
See us at:

Friend us on Facebook
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Greetings Favored of God!

Isn't that a beautiful greeting? We heard it once again i
the Christmas story as we celebrated once

again with Joseph and Mary, Jesus and the shepherds.§
Did you meet Jesus this Christmas time? Have you see®=. ", . &
His love int eh world around you as you celebrated? | [¥ S o :
certainly did in the many ways that you, the congregatio <+ ¥ s
reached out to our community! There were Angel Tree - *
gifts delivered to i e
children throughout the community, there were 40 boxes :
of food delivered to the schools before Christmas, and 50 boxes for Thanksgiving, several of you
purchased gift cards for the church Angel Fund, the Garf Tree collected enough for 67 children to
keep warm this Christmas, and books, coloring books and crayons to keep busy with as well;
And we are almost finished with the collection for the Heifer Ark! What a generous congregailon
you are! Thankyou! You are truly favored of God!
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So now we come into the season of the Epiphany. This is a Hellenistic word used to describfe the
helpful intervention of divine beings in human affairs. In the Christian world, epiphany is used to
describe both the incarnation of Christ and the occasions when the manifestation of God in Christ
has become (or is expected to become) easily recognizable. (New Interpreters Dictionary of the
Bible, V2, p.287) Our tradition usually observes the feast of Epiphany on Jaffuarydécom-  :
memorates the coming of the wise niiethie first representatives of the wider world to recognizé

the appearance of God in the birth of the child. They expected God to be present through Jésus.
Do we still expect God to be present? Do we look for the manifestation of God in our world tb—
day? How would you recognize God if you saw her?

XXXEEEYN)

What a wonderful time of learning we are entering. When we think of winter, we think of set<
tling in for a book and cocoa before the fire, or at least not having to go out in the storms. It ts an
excellent time to reflect on who and whose we are and look for God in the world. The Christtan
Science Monitor has filled its Christmas issue with trends its editors see that are positive in tE1e
world. Do you see them also?

May we continue to look for God as we enter the new year, knowing that God is present in al
things.
See you in church,

escscssccccccce

Pastor Burry
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By Kathy Gilbert*

V4

12:00 P.M. ET Dec. 2, 2011 | PHOENIX (UMNS)

Several young people were doing a good deed one Saturday, delivering breakfas:t toa
homeless shelter, when one man stepped out of the crowd and changed their lives.

He had a simple request: fAWould I be§ab|
Ernie Clark was one of hundreds in the shelter, and the youth group from Paradise
Valley United Methodist Church was doingitsoremo nt h mi ssi on.: Ern
B tion needed an answer. :
The next day, the group picked up Clark at the shelter and took him to church. That
connection developed into a relationship that moved Clark out of poverty and intd a
selt-sufficient life that includes a job, a home, a car and lifelong friends. :
Ernie Clark helped |3 :
e ar_ i 1. It also started a movement called Open Table. :
i launch a national move- :
; ment, the Open Table, VN ere people who had driven by poverty ial/l
VRSB p | e, fiwe col lided with an impoverished man, ar

people delivering food

to a homeless shelter if

! he could attend their
church.

: Clark came into their lives in 2005. In 2007, Open Table obtained tax status as a charitable oréaniza—
: tion because there were so many calls from other churches to teach them how to start Open Tables in
+ their congregations.

:filt was |ike God threw the ball, and we just

ceeefiecnaee

Since that start, there have been 80 tables in Arizona, Texas and California, and, in
January, the first will start in Florida. Katov said he is certain they will do 100 tables
next year and double and triple those numbers in years to come. He said he is confident
the movement will grow at the rate God wants it to grow.Asked whether he thought
ending homelessness in the county by :

i mpossible for Goddés people. o

201¢

Transformations

Listening to Godd-degreexchahge forthe mansvholwasned dt:s a
God. Katov grew up in a Jewish household, and because of the Holocaust, becamé an-
gry at what he saw as Godo6és indifference

When Katov was in his early 40s, his :fami
joined Paradise Valley United Methodist Church. While there, he had an opportunity to
help a woman living in poverty. Katov said he came to a crossroad where he had t@ de-
 cide whether he would continue to be indifferent to God or step out in faith.

:He decided to
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help. fAWhen | did
ndi fference is in humanity,

that , |

Jon Katowvi founder not i

of Open Table.
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January
Sunday School Plan
Januarybés Bl G Theme
Stories About Jesus

Januaryods BI G ldea
We believe that the stories
about Jesus help us
understand that Jesus is the
Son of God
Januaryds Bible Verse

The child Jesus grew. He

became strong and wise, and

God blessed him.
Luke 2:40
Januaryds BI G Sound
Love Is There to Grow

Lesson 5
January 1, 2012
The Wise Men
Matthew 2:112

Lesson 6
January 8, 2012
Jesus in the Temple at
Twelve
Luke 2:4152

Lessons 7

January 15, 2012

Jesus6 Baptism,
Mark 1:411

Lesson 8
January 22, 2012
Jesus Begins His Ministry
Luke 4:1422

Lesson 9
January 29, 2012
Jesus Heal s
Motherin-Law,
Matthew 8:1417
Mark 1:2934
Luke 4:3841

Peter 6s
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