
First United Methodist Church 

2000 W. Lakeway 

Gillette, WY  82718 

Return Service Requested 

To Our Friends: 

First United  

Methodist Church 

2000 W. Lakeway Road 

Gillette, WY 82718 

 

Phone: 

(307) 686-7339 

 

Email: 

admin@imaginefaith.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.imaginefaith.com 

Friend us on Facebook 

 

Join Us at First United Methodist Church! 
Sunday Worship Services  

8:00 a.m. Contemplative 

9:15-10:15 a.m. Blended Worship                                                                                 

10:30-11:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Childcare is available.  Children are also welcome to attend the service.   

We love kids at FUMC! 

First United Methodist Church is building a Christian community  

where followers of Jesus advance God’s mission for all creation.   

We do this by reaching up to God, across to our neighbor, and out to the 

world. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday –Friday 9:00am-2:00pm 

and by appointment 
 

Pastor: Rev. AJ Bush 

Administrative Assistant:  Meghan Davies 

   Lay Leader:  Rose Rennell 
Custodian:  Mike Urlaub 

   Nursery: Angela Evanson 

Open Hearts 

   Open Minds 

       Open Doors 

A Monthly Publication 

of 

First United Methodist 

Church 

2000 W. Lakeway Rd 

Gillette, WY 82718 
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 The Pastor’s Door            Rev. AJ Bush 
Grace Notes 

June 2016 Volume 12, Issue 6 

Once, in 9th grade English, I worked endlessly to write the perfect essay. I answered the 

prompt with great detail and cited several scholarly sources. Everything was flawless, 

except for one thing: It was too long. Not wanting to change what I had written, I 

thought I could get away with adjusting the margins so the words would fit on the        

required number of pages. However, much to my surprise, my teacher did notice the 

change and docked me five point regardless.  

Staying ‘within the margins’ is highly valued in our society – and not just in 9th grade 

English. Society deems what is acceptable and pushes anyone who doesn’t fit onto the 

margins. But I wonder how our lives would change if we decided not to follow the 

prescribed guidelines. How much more could be said if we were willing to push the 

margins? How much more could we do if we crossed over the line?  

These are important questions for the church to be asking. For many years, the church 

has resided in the center of American society, even though Jesus did his ministry on the 

margins. What would happen if the church moved out to the margins? What would 

happen if the church went to the places Jesus went?  

This month, the Rocky Mountain Annual Conference will gather in Denver to focus on 

“Ministry on the Margins.” Through worship, conversation, and song, we will examine 

how the Church is and can be in ministry with those on the margins in the Rocky 

Mountain region. A few weeks later, I will be traveling to Los Angeles to participate in 

a mission trip that will also focus on the margins. During this trip we will be exposed  

to issues of racism, classism, homelessness, and immigration, all while exploring how  

our Christian faith leads us to respond to these issues.   

As I prepare for these two events, the question on my mind continues to be “where are 

the margins in Gillette, WY? What does ministry on the margins look like in our             

community?” In many ways, the margins in Gillette are less obvious than they are in 

other places (such as Los Angeles), but they are still here. How are we in ministry in 

those places? How are we being the hands and feet of Jesus to those on the margins? 

Because we are! Our clothing swap, serving lunch at the soup kitchen, leading a chapel 

service at the VOA are just some of the ways FUMC is reaching out to those beyond 

its walls. So, if you haven’t been a part of these ministries I invite you to join in! But I 

also challenge us to think about what more could we do on the margins of Gillette? 

What more could we do to be in ministry with those on who are different from us?  

I’ll be thinking about this and I hope you will too. For the Holy Spirit is moving! And 

calls us to be present on the margins. Are we listening?  

Blessings, 

Pastor AJ 
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Kids Page A Letter to the Congregation:  Whole Church Initiative 

The past year has been a year of growth and change for our church, as we have welcomed a new 

pastor, put our new audio and video systems in place, expanded outreach through clothes swap and 

other avenues, reached out to the Hispanic church to organize some joint youth activities, and                 

embarked on the Whole Church Initiative (WCI).  The church is even a different color, now! 

The invitation we received from the District Superintendent to participate in the WCI was a                  

complement to our church –an acknowledgment of our energy and strength, our fitness to take on 

the challenge of self-evaluation and future thought.  However, you may be thinking to yourself, “we 

are already doing great things, and we are growing, so why challenge that?  After all, if it ain’t 

broke….?” 

To answer that question, ask yourself these questions.   

Can we do some things better?  I imagine we can.   

Can we do more?  Unquestionably!  Ours is a strong and determined congregation.  

Are there things we are doing that could be given a lower priority so we can begin doing other 

things that are more important?  That remains to be seen. 

Our pastor and six of our congregation members, have made an enormous commitment of time,    

energy and thought to become the WCI Team for our church and I would like to express my deepest 

thanks to them for taking on this project.  Ric Tarno was selected to be the co-convener with Pastor 

AJ.  Joy Beattie, Annette Halverson, Nicky Burnett, Katherine Zeleski and Juli Pierce are the other 

five, backed up by Steve Beil, who is trying to keep up with WCI activities despite his recent neck 

injury. 

The committee will meet six times prior to July, then will journey to Camp on the Boulder, located 

in Montana just north of Yellowstone Park, for a 5-day session with several other WCI churches to 

use the combined fruits of their learning to create action plans for each church.   

The committee’s reading and prayers, the results of the on-line survey many of our congregation 

completed, and much discussion will result in action proposals that will be presented to the                        

congregation after the July group sessions.   

Before summer is over, enough decisions should have been made that we will be implementing the 

first of the steps in our Whole Church Initiative, steps that may affect our church within, our             

community or beyond, or all of the above.  It will be exciting to see what develops, and the                       

congregation will be kept informed through the entire process. 

Don’t hesitate to ask any of the members about the process.  They will be happy to tell you, and 

they will be glad to get your input. 

Jim Hastings 
Ad Council Chair 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

8:00 am Contemplative 

9:15-10:15 am Blended Worship 

10:30-11:30 am Sunday School 

Date Topics Usher’s/Greeter’s Worship Leaders 

June 5 Pastor AJ Preaching 

 

Gray Family Julie Pierce 

June 12 AnDee Preaching Tarno Family Steve Critchen 

June 19 Pastor AJ Preaching 

 

Steve and Susan Shurtz 

Joy Beattie 

Doni Roper 

June 26 Ricki Preaching Lyla and Juli Pierce Penny Schild 

Shank family, Rich Hopkins Family, Mona , Mike Urlaub, 
Georgeen and her brother, Dollie, Family of Stephanie              
Peterson, Guy, Tiffany, Tony, Jim , Patrick’s Parents, Damon 
Decker, Ashley, Jo, Shone’s coworkers son, David Leastman, 
Steve Beil, Sandy Sumner's family, Evelyn Worman, Sharon, 
Russell & wife, Marti, Brendan Lybarger, Georgeen great 
granddaughter, Sara’s Nephew, uncertain times, All  unspoken 
prayers 

David Bowersox 06/03 

Spencer Pierce 06/05 

Julie Fall  06/06 

Ann Hardesty 06/06 

Kim Murphy 06/06 

Del Barber 06/07 

Jan hastings 06/08 

Kenady Smith 06/08 

Shirley Uhler 06/09 

Laura Miller 06/10 

Carol Bowersox 06/14 

Dani Olson 06/15 

Shea Sneathen 06/24 

Dolan Glasser 06/25 

Kylie Smith 06/26 

AnDee Steiner 06/26 

Maren Glasser 06/27 

Janice Curry 06/28 

Paul Zeleski 06/28 

Randy Danielson 06/29 

Sheila Pecha 06/30 

Terry & Christine Gardenhire 06/02 

Thayne & Shone Grau 06/02 

Craig & Linda Jennings 06/11 

Nate & Lauren Tryon 06/11 

Butch & Ricki Barbe 06/18 

Bob & Carryl Goens 06/19 

Tim & Michelle Tarno 06/20 

Brook & Lori Bahnson 06/26 

Patrick & Kim Murphy 06/27 

VBS sign up forms are on the table in 
the coffee area.  Cost is $10 per child 
and will be held with the  Episcopal 
Church  June 2-4th.  We are looking 
for one adult teacher to teach                      
Science.  If interested let   Pastor AJ or 
Meghan know  

Health Kit items Due              

June 5th 

Youth Group:  

Stay Tuned for summer fun activities! 

If you are a youth or parent of a youth, 
please take the following doodle poll to 
help us schedule our events! 

http://doodle.com/poll/v67ee5ip2y9nwtxx  

http://doodle.com/poll/v67ee5ip2y9nwtxx


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

Clothes Swap 4-7pm 

 

2 3 4 

 

Soup Kitchen 

 

VOA 7pm 

5 6 7 

 

WCI 

8 

 

9 10 11 

Clothes Swap 10-12 

12 

 

13 14 

 

WCI 

15 

 

16 17 18 

VOA pm 

19 20 

Clothes Swap 4-7pm 

21 22 

 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Pastor AJ gone 

Pastor AJ gone     Annual Conference 

Pastor AJ gone 

Pastor AJ gone 


